
 

 
 

Jurnal PAJAR (Pendidikan dan Pengajaran)  
Volume 7 Nomor 1 Januari 2023 | ISSN Cetak : 2580 - 8435 | ISSN Online : 2614 - 1337 
DOI : http://dx.doi.org/10.33578/pjr.v7i1.9060  

 

 

 

 

Yulfia Nora, Ambiyar, Ishak Aziz | Evaluation Of Project Management, Social Studies Subjects  

Halaman | 75 
 

EVALUATION OF PROJECT-BASED LEARNING 

IN SOCIAL SCIENCES LEARNING SUBJECTS IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

 

 

Yulfia Nora1, Ambiyar2, Ishak Aziz3 

 
1 Universitas Bung Hatta, Padang, Indonesia 

2,3Universitas Negeri Padang, Padang, Indonesia 
1yulfianora@bunghatta.ac.id  

 

 ABSTRACT  
The implementation of project-based learning in social sciences learning subjects contains learning material regarding the types of social 

institutions, religion, economics, and politics. The purpose of this paper is to describe the evaluation of project-based learning in social science 

learning subjects in elementary schools. The method used is a literature review with a meta-analysis of ten national-indexed journal review results 
based on the evaluation of project-based learning on learning subjects in elementary schools. The research results were grouped and analyzed based 

on the evaluation of project-based learning in social sciences learning subjects in elementary schools. The analysis results of a number of research 

indicate that there are (a) inadequacies of teacher skills in the use of learning models that encourage students in the learning process, (b) inadequate 
learning media used in social sciences learning subjects, (c) still using conventional teaching method in teaching and learning process so that 

students do not achieve the results from learning, and (d) insufficient teacher’s competence in the implementation of project-based learning in social 

sciences learning subjects in elementary schools. Through the four results of the evaluation of social sciences learning subjects in elementary 
schools, Students’ independence and discipline can increase so that they can communicate and achieve learning objectives.   
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EVALUASI PEMBELAJARAN BERBASIS PROYEK PADA MATA PELAJARAN IPS  

DI SEKOLAH DASAR 

 
ABSTRAK 

Pelaksanaan pembelajaran berbasis proyek pada mata pembelajaran ilmu pengetahuan sosial memuat materi tentang tipe lembaga sosial, keagamaan, 

ekonomi, dan politik. Tujuan penulisan ini adalah menggambarkan evaluasi pembelajaran proyek pada mata pelajaran IPS di SD. Penggunaan metode 

adalah kajian kepustakaan dengan meta-analisis dari sepuluh hasil review jurnal nasional berdasarkan evaluasi pembelajaran proyek pada mata 
pelajaran di SD. Hasil penelitian tersebut dikelompokkan dan dianalisis berdasarkan evaluasi pembelajaran projek pada mata pelajaran IPS di SD. 

Hasil analisis dari sejumlah penelitian menunjukkan bahwa (a) kurang memadainya kecakapan guru dalam penggunaan model pembelajaran yang 

mendorong siswa dalam proses pembelajaran; (b) kurang memadainya media pembelajaran yang digunakan dalam pemberian mata pembelajaran IPS; 
(c) masih menggunakan pembelajaran dengan metode ceramah sehingga siswa tidak memperoleh hasil dari pembelajaran; (d) kurang memadainya 

kompetensi guru dalam penerapan pembelajaran berbasis proyek pada mata pembelajaran IPS di SD. Melalui keempat hasil evaluasi pelajaran IPS di 

SD dapat meningkatkan kemandirian dan kedisiplinan siswa sehingga dapat berkomunikasi dan mencapai tujuan pembelajaran. 
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INTRODUCTION

The curriculum used in Indonesia is 

always undergoing improvements. This aims to 

develop the quality of Indonesian education, 

whether related to output, process, or input in the 

implementation of education. The development 

of science and technology towards quality 

education requires the government to take good 

procedures, one of which is by changing the 

curriculum. The quality of the 2013 curriculum 

that was previously implemented was perfected 

in order to revise Indonesian education for the 

better so that it is able to find solutions to the 
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problems it faces. The 2013 curriculum can 

minimize teacher obligations administratively in 

teaching(Jannah, 2017). 

The problems contained in the 2013 

curriculum include (a) the content of the 

curriculum which shows a lot of learning material 

and has difficulties that are not in accordance 

with the developmental level of the student's age; 

(b) the curriculum does not yet contain skills that 

are relevant to national education goals; (c) 

maturity of behavior, skills and knowledge; (d) 

skills that require character education, active 

learning methods, competency balance, and 

entrepreneurship that have not been 

accommodated in the curriculum; (e) the 

curriculum does not contain responses to social 

changes that occur at the local, national or 

international levels; (f) evaluation standards do 

not yet refer to evaluations that contain skills 

(processes and results) and do not contain 

remedial in each lesson. Thus the 2013 

curriculum requires a more detailed curriculum 

file so as not to trigger ambiguous meanings 

(Nasution, 2017). 

Several inhibiting factors were found in 

social studies learning, including (1) most of the 

teachers did not yet have adequate competence in 

applying learning models that could motivate 

students to learn; (2) inadequate learning media 

that have an impact on the social studies learning 

process and do not use information technology in 

each subject; (3) the learning process still uses 

the lecture method; (4) in the process of 

implementing the implementation of the 2013 

curriculum, teachers have not obtained sufficient 

competence so that they cannot properly 

understand the concept of the 2013 curriculum 

(Mulyasa, 2014). 

In the 2013 curriculum, the government 

determines the National Education Standards 

which become a reference for the basic concepts 

and structure of the curriculum, syllabus, and 

Curriculum Implementation References. While 

each education unit is the same as the 2006 

curriculum except for documents, such as the 

syllabus for each lesson that has been prepared by 

the government, the teacher is given the task and 

responsibility of rearranging the lesson plan 

units. The syllabus can be used as a benchmark 

for teachers in preparing lesson plans. Changing 

aspects of curriculum management can be 

optimized for the ability of institutions in society, 

both in educational institutions under the auspices 

of the government, the community or the private 

sector. The prerequisites for determining the type 

of curriculum are (a) the curriculum is developed 

according to the interests and talents of students; 

(b) the curriculum relates to regional 

characteristics, such as natural resources, 

economy, tourism, and socio-culture which are 

enhanced through the utilization of community 

economic enterprises; (c) learning focuses on 

developing skills in learning that are applied 

thoroughly to each subject; (d) the type of skills 

is determined by the program manager which 

involves students, parents, the community, work 

partners and stake holders. In other words, the 

curriculum is based on abilities in an effort to 

fulfill students' basic skills as individuals and 

society. This definition is related to the content 

and learning process, namely the readiness of 

students in completing knowledge, behavior, 

skills and definitions related to the use of 

opportunities (Setiadi, 2016).  

The characteristics of the Social Sciences 

subject according to the Ministry of National 

Education are that students are given direction, 

guidance, and assistance to become good 

Indonesian citizens. This is a barrier for 

communities affected by global change. Teachers 

want to acquire knowledge so as to get 

achievements in learning. However, the intended 

wishes and expectations should be able to adapt 

to the teacher's creativity in applying teaching 

models that are relevant to the provisions of 

learning materials and student characteristics. 

The application of character-based learning in the 

2013 curriculum, namely (a) skill-centered 

learning, maintaining aspects of the desire to 

focus on behavior, skills, and knowledge; (b) 

character education that is integrated into every 

lesson and is reflected in KI-1 and KI-2; (c) 

constructivism learning, inquiry learning, 

discovery learning, problem based learning, 

project based learning; (d) the scientific 

(scientific) learning approach applies the 

scientific method which includes observations to 

formulate temporary conjectures or data 

http://dx.doi.org/10.33578/pjr.v7i1.9060
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collection so that students can be involved in the 

learning process (Gunawan, 2021). 

The results of several reviewed articles 

state that: (a) teachers have not prepared project-

focused learning; (b) involving students to do 

remedial does not optimize the value of learning 

in class; (c) the tendency of passive learning in 

the classroom; (d) ineffective communication in 

learning (Fauziah, 2016). 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Since 1921, the development of social 

studies at the primary and secondary education 

levels related to social sciences and educational 

sciences has been carried out by the National 

Council for the Social Studies (NCSS). During its 

development, NCSS stated that social science is 

the core of the curriculum (Sapriya, 2017). 

Another definition put forward by the NSCS 

states that social studies is a social science and 

humanity for developing people's skills. The 

unification of various social sciences, such as 

anthropology, archeology, economics, geography, 

history, law, philosophy, political knowledge, 

psychology, religion, mathematics, and natural 

sciences helps to improve people's skills in 

developing the next generation who are capable 

of making decisions as a democratic society and 

cultural differences in education 

The development of this definition has an 

impact on the development of IPS (Social 

Science) in Indonesia. Since 1975, Social science 

is one of the subjects in primary and secondary 

education in Indonesia. IPS subjects are a blend 

of history, geography, economics, and other 

social science subjects. Another opinion states 

that IPS is an organized science whose 

development is through the content of social and 

psychological sciences to achieve educational 

goals. 

 Social studies learning objectives are for 

students to have skills in thinking logically and 

critically in providing understanding based on a 

foundation related to social interaction, 

developing social life, and preventing social 

problems. In detail, the objectives of this lesson 

are (1) to be able to make students understand the 

foundations related to society and conditions; (2) 

have basic skills in thinking logically and 

critically, being curious, solving problems, and 

proficient in social life; (3) having agreement and 

awareness of social values; (4) have skills in 

interacting, collaborating with the wider 

community. 

 The scope of social studies focuses on 

developing cognitive, affective and psychomotor 

skills that students need to be virtuous and have 

awareness as a society that has many cultures. 

The scope of social science includes social, 

economic, and cultural behavior in society based 

on space and time. Therefore, society is used as 

an object in social science. The scope of social 

sciences in SD (Elementary School) includes 

material related to society and social phenomena 

related to social events in community life. Thus, 

social studies learning is given to students in 

order to increase students' knowledge about all 

social phenomena, understanding related to space 

and time and social interaction. 

 Social studies learning model is a method 

derived from the scientific model. In its 

application, the learning design is supported by 

learning models, namely problem-based 

instruction, project-based learning, inquiry and 

discovery. Each model has a goal that is based on 

the learning syntax (Putra et al., 2021). 

Therefore, teachers should be able to implement 

all learning models in order to achieve learning 

targets that vary in class. The selection of 

learning models begins with the study of specific 

targeted characteristics, materials, students, and 

learning conditions, as well as the teacher's skills 

in managing and managing classroom conditions. 

Next, the selection of the learning model by the 

teacher is accommodated as a special feature. In 

addition, teachers can create and develop their 

own learning models. 

The selection of learning models of 

discovery learning, project-based learning, or 

problem-based instruction as scientific 

application in learning requires careful 

assessment in accordance with the special 

characteristics of skills and learning activities 

(Zakiah et al., 2020). Choosing a learning model 

needs to consider the special characteristics of 

knowledge that is enhanced conceptually and 

procedurally. Knowledge of facts and concepts 

can use the discovery model, while procedural 

http://dx.doi.org/10.33578/pjr.v7i1.9060
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knowledge can apply projects and problems. The 

special characteristics of skills are included in the 

basic competencies of KI-4. Invisible skills can 

use discovery learning and problem-based 

learning, while visible skills apply project-based 

learning. Choosing the three models in question 

can develop behavior, religious attitudes, and 

social attitudes. 

 

REASERCH METHOD  

This method in this study is a literature 

study with a meta-analysis to identify ten articles 

in national journals. Then for the analysis to be 

carried out, such as the following method (1) the 

process of evaluating project learning in social 

studies subjects in elementary schools using the 

same google search engine with the research 

theme of ten articles in national journals; (2) each 

article is categorized by providing a code to group 

according to the indicators of this study, namely 

the evaluation of project learning in social studies 

subjects in elementary schools; (3) each article is 

analyzed with project learning evaluation 

indicators in social studies subjects in elementary 

schools and summed up the dominance of the use 

of the project learning evaluation process in social 

studies subjects in elementary schools used in 

national journal articles; (4) the predominance of 

the use of project learning evaluation is linked to 

implications for the discussion and conclusion of 

each article; (5) the results of dominance are 

spelled out and elaborated to make a difference in 

this study. (6) the calculation is displayed by 

creating a table containing the name of the 

researcher, the year of study, the study's title, the 

use of the internalization process, and the method 

used. The six stages of analysis were used as 

benchmarks and performance in this study 

(Argaheni, 2020; Moher et al., 2010); (Alanoglu, 

2021); (Rosyada & Retnawati, 2022).   

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

In the Curriculum 2013, social Sciences 

learning model includes inquiry learning, 

discovery learning, problem-based learning, and 

project-based learning. The evaluation of project 

learning is based on the project-based learning 

model in social studies learning because this 

research is a refinement of previous research 

(Nuryati et al., 2020). The project-based learning 

model is a problem-based learning model in part 

of the initial procedures in collecting and 

integrating knowledge based on experience in 

carrying out activities. Through project-based 

learning the inquiry process raises questions that 

projects raise questions that direct students to 

collaborative projects that are integrated through 

material in the curriculum. Project based learning 

is the identification of a theme; this is part of the 

student's efforts (Suherlan, 2019) . 

Project-based learning has characteristics, 

such as (1) students make decisions in making 

frameworks; (2) there are problems or obstacles 

given to students; (3) students design processes in 

determining solutions to the problems found; (4) 

evaluation process for continuous activities; (5) 

students carry out reflections on activities that 

have taken place; (6) learning activities are 

carried out and evaluated qualitatively; (7) 

learning conditions have flexibility towards errors 

and changes. The teacher's role in project-based 

learning should be used as a facilitator, trainer, 

adviser, in optimizing learning outcomes by 

increasing students' imagination, creation and 

innovation . 

The steps in project-based learning are 

seen in table below: 

 
Tabel 1. The steps in project-based learning 

Step in Project based Learning Information 

Determining the basic questions Carried out by starting with asking important questions such as 

questions that can provide students with the implementation of 

activities. Taking themes that are relevant to students is done in 

this step 

Designing the project plans Carried out in collaboration between teachers and students. 

Students are able to have the project in question. Planning 

contains the procedures for activities in implementing the 

project. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.33578/pjr.v7i1.9060
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Scheduling Teachers and students prepare a schedule for Project 

implementation activities. These activities include (a) developing 

a project implementation framework; (b) setting project 

management targets; (c) directing students to make new plans; 

(d) directing students in making those that have no relevance to 

the project; (e) asking students in making to explain about 

choosing a strategy. 

Monitoring the progress of project The teacher has responsibility for controlling student activities in 

completing the project using the assessment recorded by the 

teacher 

Testing the results Evaluation is carried out in measuring target achievement skills, 

evaluating progress for each student, providing feedback on 

student understanding, and supporting teachers in preparing 

further learning models 

Evaluating the experience The teacher reflects on the activities and results of the projects 

that have been carried out. At this step, students can express their 

experiences in completing projects. The teacher and students 

increase the discussion to revise the teacher's duties and 

responsibilities during the lesson so that they find new findings. 

In project-based learning the teacher functions as (a) designing 

learning; (b) making learning models; (c) teacher and student 

communication; (d) find student excellence; (e) evaluation of 

student work portfolios. While the student's function in project-

based learning includes (a) the use of students' skills in 

expressing questions and thinking; (b) carry out simple research; 

(c) add new knowledge; (d) perform good time management; (e) 

conducting learning in groups; (f) apply the results of learning 

through action; (h) carry out social interactions (interviews, 

surveys, and observations). 

 

 

Evaluation of project-based learning is 

carried out holistically towards behavior, 

knowledge, and skills during learning. Evaluation 

focuses on tasks and responsibilities and is 

completed in accordance with a predetermined 

time. The duties and responsibilities are in the 

form of identification based on plans, data 

collection, organization, data processing, and data 

display. Project evaluation is used to gain 

understanding, skills in application, skills in 

identifying, and skills in providing student 

information in each lesson. 

In project evaluation there are several 

criteria that must be met, they are (a) skill in 

managing; (b) students' skills in selecting themes, 

obtaining information, and managing data sets, 

and writing reports; (c) the relationship to each 

lesson, taking into account the steps in 

knowledge, understanding, and skills in learning; 

(d) originality carried out by students is the fruit 

of work by taking into account input in the form 

of assistance for student projects. Project 

evaluation is carried out starting from planning, 

implementation, up to the project. Thus, the 

teacher must determine the things or steps that 

need to be assessed, such as designing, collecting 

data, reviewing data, and writing reports. The 

report is the result displayed in the form of a 

poster. The application of evaluation can be used 

as a medium in evaluation in the form of an 

evaluation scale (Ciftci, 2015). 

Project-based learning requires a scheme 

in holistic learning in which student learning 

conditions require design so that students can 

carry out investigations of problems, including 

material on a subject, and carry out tasks and 

responsibilities that have different meanings. In 

general, project-based learning requires a number 

of procedures and time, not only a series of face-

to-face classes, as well as collaborative group 

learning. The project focuses on product 

improvement, in general students carry out 

http://dx.doi.org/10.33578/pjr.v7i1.9060
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activities, organize learning activities in groups, 

carry out studies, find solutions to problems 

found, and formulate information (Widiana et al., 

2021). The implementation of project based 

learning can be experienced by students in 

learning referring to constructivism. Students get 

opportunities to find information through reading 

from books, making presentations made by others, 

interacting with other people about the results of 

activities, working together in groups, and giving 

ideas and ideas to others in every other activity 

(Agustina & Naphiah, 2021). 

From the results of the description above, 

it can be concluded that the project-based learning 

model is a learning model that can make students 

work together in groups. Project based learning 

requires students to be able to produce scientific 

work that is presented, so that students can be 

involved in groups and develop a responsible 

attitude towards their groups (Ibret et al., 2013). 

 There are several advantages of 

this model, explained as follows. 

1) Has properties that can be integrated with the 

curriculum so that it does not require any 

notes in its application. 

2) Student involvement can be applied to 

practice independence and discipline. 

3) Students work together with groups to find 

solutions to the problems they face. 

4) Requires technology to discover, collaborate, 

and communicate to achieve learning goals. 

5) Developing teacher cooperation in designing 

and implementing things inside and outside 

the project. 

The benefits of project-based learning are 

contained in Permendikbud no.58 of 2013 

concerning Core Competencies, Basic 

Competencies, and the elementary school 

curriculum, which is a model that can develop 

skills in terms of (a) asking questions, finding and 

identifying information visually; (b) making 

research plans; (c) demonstrate independence in 

the reconstruction of information; (d) sharing 

knowledge with others, working together in 

achieving goals, and recognizing one's superiority 

in the projects undertaken; (e) make intellectual 

and social necessary in solving problems. The 

advantage of the project-based learning model is 

that it can develop student activities to find 

solutions to the problems faced, analyzed, created, 

and presented based on their learning experiences. 

In addition, being able to make lessons produce 

scientific papers and present them in class (Ibret 

et al., 2013). 

As for the drawbacks of the project based 

learning model, they are 

1) Inadequate in increasing student activities to 

find solutions in implicate skills in terms of 

analysis teams, and presentation of learning 

products based on student experience. 

2) It takes time to solve problems. 

3) Requires mobilization to create a safe and 

comfortable atmosphere in the classroom. 

4) Requires supporting facilities. 

5) Students have difficulty in gathering 

information. 

6) Requires the activeness of students in working 

together in groups. 

7) Requires a thorough understanding when 

given different material for each group. 

The results of Lestari's research (2021) 

state that through the application of a project-

based learning model it can motivate students in 

learning, especially social studies learning so that 

participants obtain scores above the KKM, 

namely 85-95. As for the results of Lestari's 

research, it mentions the steps in the project-based 

learning model in social studies subjects at MTS 

(Islamic High School), namely (1) project-based 

learning model design; (2) preparing students; (3) 

determining the achievement of project 

completion which begins with the preparation of a 

schedule of activities in project implementation; 

(4) application of project-based learning models; 

(5) supervision of the development process of the 

project; (6) and presentation of project work 

results. While the results of the evaluation of the 

project-based learning model are (1) mastering the 

material which consists of three stages, namely 

obtaining information; (2) transforming 

information by analyzing form conceptually; (3) 

Establishment of groups and dividing assignments 

to students based on groups which are divided 

into personal groups which are carried out 

independently by providing guidance to students 

to interact with classmates; (4) Guiding students 

in carrying out evaluations to carry out 
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assignments; (5) guiding students to evaluate their 

assignments(Lestari, 2021). 

Other research states that the evaluation 

of project-based learning in Social Sciences 

subjects uses the CIPP evaluation model. Its 

implementation refers to context, input, process, 

and product. Based on the results of Dahono's 

research (2017) it strengthens that this model 

contributes to the improvement and effectiveness 

of students in social studies learning. In addition, 

the selection of learning models is expected to 

make teach teaching with various fields of teacher 

expertise through the project-based learning 

model and the CIPP program evaluation model 

(Dahono, 2017). 

Rosyid, Ali, and Mulyono's research 

(2018) states that the evaluation of thematic 

learning in social studies learning produces 

products in the form of social studies learning 

designs that are determined according to learning 

targets, determining themes, creating theme 

networks, and making lesson plans. The 

application of learning is carried out with initial 

activities, core activities, and final activities using 

a scientific approach. Meanwhile, the evaluation 

process penetrates into the cognitive, affective, 

and psychomotor domains which can monitor the 

performance that students produce(Rosyid et al., 

2018). 

 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION 

  The results showed that the evaluation of 

project learning in social studies subjects in 

elementary schools was developed in accordance 

with the characteristics of the 2013 social studies 

curriculum in elementary schools and according 

to the learning model applied, such as the project-

based learning approach. The results of the 

evaluation of project learning on social studies 

subjects in elementary schools can increase 

student independence and discipline so that they 

can communicate and achieve learning goals. 
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