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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the integration of ecocentrism into the social studies curriculum at SMPN 1 Pontianak City, highlighting the critical role of
education in fostering students' environmental awareness. The backdrop of increasing environmental crises, driven by anthropocentric perspectives,
necessitates a shift towards ecocentric values that recognize the intrinsic worth of all life forms. Employing a qualitative methodology, including
literature reviews and in-depth interviews with educators and students, the research reveals that students exhibit significant environmental
consciousness, as evidenced by their proactive efforts to maintain cleanliness and ecological balance in the school environment. Findings indicate that
the school's educational approach effectively instils ecocentric principles, promoting a holistic understanding of human-nature interdependence.
Furthermore, the curriculum's emphasis on environmental issues cultivates positive attitudes towards sustainability, suggesting that social studies
education can serve as a powerful tool for nurturing responsible future citizens. The implications of this research underscore the necessity for educational
institutions to prioritise ecological ethics, thereby contributing to the broader discourse on sustainable development and environmental stewardship.
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INTRODUCTION

Nowadays, we often see many natural disasters caused by human activities, such as landslides,
floods, air pollution, and forest fires. This cannot be separated from the attitude of humans, who are
increasingly indifferent to environmental conditions that are actually important and must be maintained.
Today's global environmental crisis stems from fundamental philosophical errors in human understanding of
themselves, nature, and the place of humans within the entire ecosystem. In turn, this mistaken perspective
gives rise to harmful behaviour towards nature. Humans mistakenly view nature and mistakenly place
themselves in the context of the universe as a whole. This is the beginning of all the environmental disasters
we are experiencing today.

Naess (in Sukarna, 2021) explaining three fundamental theories that occur in human interaction with
the natural environment, namely: 1) Anthropocentric theory, is a theory that views humans as the center of
the natural system, where humans and their interests are considered the most decisive in the order of
ecosystems and in the policies taken in relation to nature, either directly or indirectly. The highest value is
humans, and only humans have value and receive attention. 2) The theory of Biocentrism is a theory that is
based on the morality of the nobility of life, either in humans or in other creatures. Consequently, the universe
is a moral community in which every life, both human and nonhuman, has equal moral value. Therefore, the
life of any creature deserves serious consideration in every moral decision and action, regardless of whether
it is of value to man or not. 3) The theory of Ecocentrism is a continuation of the biocentric theory of
environmental ethics. In moral and philosophical debates, different worldviews determine how we assign
value to human and nonhuman entities. Anthropocentrism places humans at the centre of moral concern,
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viewing the natural world primarily as a resource for human benefit. This paradigm has dominated Western
thought since the modern era, projecting humanity as the primary agent of value and moral reasoning. By
contrast, ecocentrism expands moral consideration to ecosystems as a whole, emphasising the intrinsic worth
of all living and nonliving components of nature (Frantz et al., 2025). Washington et al. (2024) added that
ecocentrism is an important path to achieving ecological justice and social justice in environmental
conservation. Moral support for the entire ecological system aligns with ecocentric principles.

Today's environmental crisis can be overcome by shifting from an anthropocentric human
perspective and behaviour to an ecological perspective (Naess in Ohoiwutun, 2022). In the context of
environmental management, the mistake of a human perspective that considers itself not part of nature or the
entire ecosystem leads humans to fail to realise that ecological damage resulting from environmental
management overly dependent on human interests (anthropocentric) ultimately affects humans themselves.
Environmental crises are often attributed to human behaviour influenced by anthropocentric philosophical
perspectives or values. The pattern of behaviour that is exploitative, destructive, and indifferent to nature is
considered rooted in a perspective that attaches only importance to human interests and fails to consider the
future impact on the environment.

Indonesian forests are often called the lungs of the world, as they contribute oxygen for the survival
of living things, absorb carbon dioxide, a harmful gas, and produce oxygen gas needed by humans (Shafitri
et al., 2018). Forests are natural resources that play an important role in life, both economically, socially,
culturally, and environmentally (Widodo & Sidik, 2020). The most important environmental problems that
emerged were identified as five, including land damage from deforestation and land-use changes for
plantations (Akhmaddhian, 2016). In Indonesia, deforestation and land-use changes for plantations are driven
mainly by large-scale oil palm plantation clearings. The palm oil industry plays a role in the largest foreign
exchange producer in Indonesia, which can absorb a large number of workers, so that the area of oil palm
plantations continues to increase significantly (Purba & Sipayung, 2017). Qil palm plantations play a strategic
role in supporting the national economy, but they also have negative impacts that can cause environmental
damage and social conflicts (Ngadi & Noveria, 2018). It is estimated that 57% of deforestation in Indonesia
is caused by land conversion to oil palm plantations (Ariana in Wahyuni & Suranto, 2021).

When discussing the environment and population, Joshua Goldstein pointed out problems with the
concept of Sustainable Development, which sees economic growth as the primary focus, with environmental
sustainability pursued to ensure that growth can be sustained(Pevehouse & Goldstein, 2016). To maintain the
environment, it can be pursued through various activities carried out by educational institutions, the
community, and individuals, both personally and socially, as well as institutionally. The involvement of
educational institutions in being pioneers in maintaining, preserving, and even developing the environment
into a green, clean, beautiful, fertile, productive, and helpful environment. In line with the integration
formulated by the Ministry of Education and Culture, Sapriya (2017 reveals how important social studies are
for preparing for global education. The global education in question covers various issues, such as (1)
ecological systems, (2) technology, (3) environmental issues, and (4) development issues. In particular, the
focus on environmental issues concerns the consequences of human exploitation of natural resources, the
rapid growth of the world's population, and consumerism, which have led to a global ecological crisis.
Problems and issues require solutions realized by the community. All of them can transcend regional
boundaries and are expected to give rise to a common concern. The use of the physical or non-physical
environment in social studies is an important agenda that must be realized as the primary step in students'
response to the ecological crisis. Therefore, social studies learning should not forget the environment and
society as its objects. Ecology in the social environment studies specifically how they interact in the
environment.

Understanding the balance between human interaction with their natural environment, which
produces ecological wisdom and gives rise to the understanding of ecocentrism within the view of Deep
Ecology (DE). Deep ecology appears to be a form of spiritual experience linked to profound sensations in
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nature. Its proponents seek an emotional connection with nature, which can lead to feelings of awe or
excitement (Guczalska, 2023). Ecocentrism focuses more on ecosystem balance, energy flow, and the
processes taking place within them. It does not emphasize personal experience or spiritual aspects. Compared
with ecocentrism, deep ecology seems to offer a more inspiring proposition (and thus perhaps more
appealing). Basically, the ecocentric view argues that ecosystems are important not only for the benefits they
provide to humans and other animals, but also for their own sake. In other words, ecocentrism rejects
anthropocentrism, or the idea that all values are linked to human interests. Ecocentrism offers a framework
for reimagining humanity's relationship with nature that promotes ecological balance, biodiversity
conservation, and long-term sustainability. By recognising the intrinsic value of nonhuman entities,
ecocentrism advocates environmental practices that protect ecosystems for their own sake, rather than f their
potential utility to humans (Namita Kalita & Jigyasa Barsha, 2024).

METHOD

This study was conducted at SMPN (Public Junior High School) 1, located in Pontianak City, West
Kalimantan. This research employs a qualitative approach to obtain a deep, comprehensive understanding of
the phenomenon under study. The qualitative approach was chosen because it aims to provide a comprehensive
understanding of social phenomena byelying on data obtained through observation, interviews, and
documentation in natural settings (Sugiyono, 2019). The data collection techniques in this study include
literature studies, observations, and in-depth interviews. Literature reviews examine relevant scientific
sources, such as journal articles, academic books, research reports, and education policy documents, related to
the research focus. Zed (as cited in Sofiah et al. 2020) asserts that literature study encompasses a series of
research activities focused on the methodology of gathering literary data, followed by reading, recording, and
processing the research materials.

Furthermore, observations were conducted directly in the SMPN 1 Pontianak environment to obtain a
clear picture of the conditions, activities, and interactions that occurred. In qualitative research, observation is
used to obtain data in the subject's natural environment. As stated by Mehrad et al. (2024), non-intrusive
observations in qualitative research allow researchers to capture nuances of behaviour that are not evident in
interviews alone.

The in-depth interview technique is the primary method for extracting primary data. Interviews are
conducted in a semi-structured manner to teachers, students, and vice principals as key informants. Teachers
were interviewed to gather information on social studies learning practices and their views on ecocentrism.
Interviews with students aimed to explore their social studies learning experiences, perceptions, and responses
regarding ecocentrism. Meanwhile, the vice principal was interviewed to obtain a policy perspective on
ecocentrism. Data analysis is carried out qualitatively through the stages of data reduction, data presentation,
and conclusion drawing. To ensure the validity of the data, this study uses the triangulation technique of
sources and methods, namely by comparing data obtained from various informants and data collection
techniques. Data analysis is carried out qualitatively through the stages of data reduction, data presentation,
and conclusion drawing. Data from interviews and observations were analyzed thematically by identifying
relevant patterns, categories, and themes. To ensure the validity of the data, this study uses the triangulation
technique of sources and methods, namely by comparing data obtained from various informants and data
collection techniques. The data collection process continues until the information obtained shows a recurring
pattern and no new themes emerge. In this study, data saturation was achieved after interviewing 12 students
with diverse characteristics. In addition to students, supporting informants include teachers and school vice
principals to strengthen the triangulation of sources.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Environmental Damage

The environment serves as the primary foundation supporting human life, providing essential
ecosystem services such as clean air, fresh water, fertile soil, and climate regulation. However, over the past
few decades, pressure on natural systems has intensified significantly due to increasingly excessive and
unsustainable human activities. Economic development models that prioritize rapid growth and resource
exploitation have led to widespread environmental degradation, placing a severe strain on ecological balance.
Forest destruction, water pollution, rising carbon emissions, and soil degradation have emerged as critical
environmental issues that directly threaten ecosystem sustainability. Large-scale deforestation has reduced
biodiversity, disrupted wildlife habitats, and weakened forests' capacity to act as carbon sinks. At the same
time, industrial waste, agricultural runoff, and domestic pollution have severely contaminated rivers and water
bodies, compromising water quality and endangering both aquatic ecosystems and human health. The
continuous increase in carbon emissions from energy consumption, transportation, and land-use change has
further accelerated climate change, while declining soil quality caused by intensive land use and chemical
inputs has reduced agricultural productivity and ecosystem resilience.

According to various national and international reports, Indonesia is among the countries experiencing
the highest rates of environmental degradation globally. This condition reflects not only the scale of resource
exploitation but also structural challenges in environmental governance, including weak enforcement of
regulations and limited public environmental awareness. If left unaddressed, these interconnected
environmental problems will continue to undermine ecological stability and threaten the long-term
sustainability of human life and natural systems in Indonesia. The following is environmental damage data
based on the Ministry of Environment and Forestry in 2024

Table 1. Environmental Damage Data in Indonesia (Environment Indonesia Center, 2025)

Damage Indicator Data / Quantity Units / Description
Annual net deforestation ~175.400 Hectare
Total forest area 95.5 million Hectares
Forests lost since 2000 >9 million Hectare
>60% of large Medium-Heavy

Polluted rivers rivers Polluted Range

Environmental damage in Indonesia is complex and multidimensional, involving ecological, social,
economic, and institutional aspects. One of the fundamental causes of this degradation is the dominance of an
anthropocentric attitude, which places humans at the centre of the natural world and views the environment
merely as a means to satisfy human interests. Within this perspective, nature is valued primarily for its utility
and economic benefits, rather than for its intrinsic ecological functions. As a result, environmental
considerations are often subordinated to development agendas that emphasize economic growth and resource
extraction. The large-scale conversion of forests into oil palm plantations and open-pit mining areas
exemplifies an anthropocentric approach to land use, treating forests as commodities rather than living
ecosystems. This mindset has accelerated deforestation, reduced biodiversity, and caused extensive habitat
loss, disrupting ecological balance and weakening the resilience of natural systems.

Furthermore, weak enforcement of environmental regulations reflects an anthropocentric bias in
governance, as policy implementation frequently prioritizes industrial and economic interests over
environmental protection. Consequently, many industries continue to discharge untreated waste into rivers,
leading to water pollution and the degradation of aquatic ecosystems. In urban areas, anthropocentric
development models are evident in the rapid growth of motorized transportation and large-scale infrastructure
projects that prioritize human convenience and economic efficiency while neglecting environmental capacity.
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These activities contribute significantly to air pollution and declining environmental quality. Climate change
further intensifies environmental degradation, as human-centred exploitation of natural resources increases
greenhouse gas emissions, leading to more frequent and severe extreme weather events, such as prolonged
droughts and major floods. Overall, these conditions demonstrate that environmental damage in Indonesia is
not merely a technical or regulatory issue, but is deeply rooted in anthropocentric attitudes that shape human
behaviour, development policies, and resource management practices. Addressing environmental degradation,
therefore, requires a critical reflection on this human-centred approach.

The Importance of Ecocentrism

Ecocentrism is concerned with a deeper, more comprehensive movement than mere instrumentalism
or expansionism, as in anthropocentrism and biocentrism. At the heart of ecocentrism lies an axiology that
holds that biotic communities are worthy of moral consideration. It is a form of holism whose ethical good is
based on the health and flourishing of the ecological entity as a whole (Keller in Tete, 2025). As Ezedike
(2020) puts it, "ecocentrism puts all beings in the ecosystem in one moral universe". The ethics of ecocentrism
require a new understanding of the ethical relationships that exist in the universe, accompanied by new
principles that go hand in hand with them. This new understanding is then translated into concrete actions on
the ground (Munir, 2023). Departing from the theory of Ecocentrism initiated by Lynn White, which holds
that fulfilling moral obligations and responsibilities is not limited to living things but also applies to all
ecological realities, t management of natural resources must pay attention to environmental sustainability
(Ayuningutami & Najicha 2022). Safeguarding environmental sustainability is very important because the
environment is highly influential in maintaining national stability; changes in the environment can pos a
domestic threat (Saputra & Najicha, 2022).

What happens to ecosystems is the process of exchanging energy according to a specific pattern,
usually referred to as external physiology, which maintains the balance of natural or homeostatic systems (the
balance of nature). The inclusion of humans as an element in an ecosystem does not change the essence of the
principle of natural balance. Sukarna, (2021) adds that humans participate with nature in line with the wisdom
of ecological principles. This means that humans must recognize that the survival of other species depends on
adherence to ecological principles. In line with that, human goals and interests are still fought, but not by
dominating other species. Human goals and interests are advanced by intelligently integrating those of other
species, fostering a respect for nature. Man realises himself through a process in which he recognises that he
can only become a human being in fundamental unity with nature and through a positive interaction with
nature as a whole.

The ethics of ecocentrism have a broader view. According to this understanding, similar to
biocentrism, the struggle for salvation and concern for the natural environment do not prioritise respect for
species (living things alone) but also give equal attention to all life. This means that this ethics applies to all
components of the environment, all ecological communities, both living and dead. Ecocentrism, or Deep
Ecology, operates in two realms: the practical and the philosophical. Bill Devall (in Susilo, 2019) puts the
deep ecology commitment into practical action. He practices living in a dwelling with very little entropy and
a lifestyle that consumes. In the philosophical realm, deep ecology can also be called ecosophy (eikos =
household, sophy = wisdom), in other words, wisdom that regulates life in harmony with nature as a household
in a broad sense. Deep ecology is a combination of the ecological approach as a science and philosophy as
the study of the search for wisdom. The combination of these two approaches can be explained as follows: 1)
Human self-realisation takes place in ecological communities. This means that human beings can develop into
complete beings precisely in relation to all the realities of life and nature. Humans do not only have
relationships with humans, but also 2) Human realization should pay attention to its dire consequences as an
ecological self. In the sense that man must be aware, he will succeed in becoming a perfect man only in
fundamental unity with nature or through man's positive attraction with it as a whole and with other parts of
nature.
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Observations at SMPN 1 Pontianak City have revealed that students' ecocentric mindset is evident in
the school's overall cleanliness and in their collaborative efforts to care for their environment. No litter is found
within or outside the classrooms, and the plants in the school area are well-maintained. This behaviour can be
interpreted as a manifestation of strong environmental awareness, indicating that students are concerned not
only with physical cleanliness but also with the overall equilibrium of the ecosystem. This observation is
consistent with ecocentrism theory, which emphasizes recognizing humans as essential parts of the ecosystem
rather than separate entities. Such attitudes reflect the success of the school's educational approach in instilling
ecocentric values among students.

' Figure 1. SMPN 1 Classroom Environment

Based on interviews with students on social studies learning to develop ecocentric attitudes, it was
found that classroom instruction has contributed to students' understanding of ecocentric values. Students
reported that through social studies lessons, they not only gained knowledge of the importance of
environmental preservation but also experienced changes in their sense of responsibility to protect the
environment. This shift in attitude is reflected in their everyday behaviour at SMPN 1 Pontianak, particularly
in maintaining environmental cleanliness. Although students are aware that cleaning staff are responsible for
maintaining the school environment, they consciously avoid littering, refrain from damaging school gardens,
and demonstrate enthusiasm in carrying out daily classroom cleaning duties. Furthermore, during the
interviews, students expressed strong concerns and critical views regarding various forms of environmental
degradation occurring in their surroundings. They openly condemned practices such as waste accumulation in
the Kapuas River, illegal logging, hunting of endangered wildlife, mountain excavation, and the proliferation
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of illegal mining activities in the West Kalimantan region. Students also demonstrated an awareness that
Indonesia is a country endowed with abundant natural resources; however, they recognized that these resources
are finite. They emphasized that continued exploitation without environmental awareness would inevitably
lead to ecological imbalance and an increased risk of future natural disasters.

These findings are reinforced by interviews with social studies teachers, who stated that the learning
materials and instructional models applied in social studies classes are grounded in the principles of
ecopedagogy. Teachers reported incorporating contextual learning strategies, including videos and animated
media that highlight the importance of environmental conservation. In addition, classroom learning
consistently involves discussion and feedback between teachers and students, providing opportunities for
students to reflect critically on environmental issues and connect theoretical concepts with real-life situations.
This aligns with Ugras et al.'s (2024) findings, namely that the learning process plays a strategic role in shaping
students' awareness, attitudes, and sustainability values, especially within the framework of Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD). Meanwhile, interviews with the vice principal revealed that the school's
learning environment actively supports the practical application of environmental concepts introduced in the
classroom. This support is evident through the availability of school facilities and infrastructure, such as
environmental cleanliness reminder boards, informational displays on waste management, and regularly
scheduled collective activities to maintain a clean, sustainable school environment. These institutional efforts
further strengthen the role of social studies learning in fostering students' ecocentrism attitudes.
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Figure 2. SMPN 1 Waste Sorng Period Reminder Board

The ecocentrism at the focus of this research is part of environmental ethics, which views nature as an
entity with intrinsic value and as something that must be maintained for current and future generations. Recent
research demonstrates that ecocentrism can be actively constructed as a social identity through public
communication practices, suggesting that environmental values are shaped not only through formal education
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but also through social interactions and narratives that foreground nature as a moral centre (Hannouch &
Milstein, 2025). For instance, Zhou et al. (2023) found that perceptions of environmental restorativeness
positively influenced pro-environmental behaviour through place attachment, highlighting how environmental
values shape human behaviour in natural settings. Although the moderating role of ecocentrism was not
significant in their study, their framework underscores the importance of intrinsic environmental values in
fostering pro-environmental actions. This insight aligns with the current study's focus on how social studies
learning can cultivate ecocentric attitudes among students. (Lou, 2025) added that non-anthropocentric
motives, rooted in moral concern for nonhuman entities, can uniquely motivate personal environmentalism,
reinforcing the significance of ecocentric values in shaping environmental attitudes. This principle aligns with
the perspective of social justice leadership, which emphasizes justice, sustainability, and moral responsibility
in the education system.

Furthermore, Karakose et |. (2023) emphasised that leadership practices and educational policies
grounded in social justice need to be integrated into the curriculum and learning process so that tudents can
internalise these values. In the context of this research, Social Sciences (IPS) learning is positioned as a
strategic vehicle for transforming the values of social and environmental justice into an ecocentric attitude
among junior high school students. Thus, social studies learning not only serves as knowledge transfer but
also as a means of character formation and environmental ethics.

Social studies education is intended to provide an understanding of several concepts and to develop
and train their attitudes, values, morals, and skills based on the concepts they already have. In contrast, the
concept of social studies includes: interaction, interdependence, continuity and change, diversity or similarity
or difference, conflict and consensus, patterns, places, power, trust values, justice and equity, scarcity,
specificity, culture, and nationalism to students (Trianto, in Hopeman et al., 2022). Social Science is the study
of human beings in their social relationships. Humans, who are essentially social creatures, engage in social
interactions with others, ranging from individuals to families to communities. This is developing at the local,
national, regional, and international levels. In line with the integration formulated by the Ministry of Education
and Culture, it reveals how important social studies are for preparing for global education. Sapriya (2017)
added that the global education in question covers various issues, such as (1) ecological systems, (2)
technology, (3) environmental issues, and (4) development issues. In particular, the focus on environmental
issues concerns the consequences of human exploitation of natural resources, the rapid growth of the world's
population, and consumerism, which have led to a global ecological crisis. Problems and issues require
solutions realized by the community. All of them can transcend regional boundaries and are expected to give
rise to a common concern.

The activities carried out by humans are based on feelings, thoughts, considerations, decision-making,
and the will to act, and manifest in physical actions. Based on the structure of human nature, we may be able
to determine the starting point and direction of goals for human and nonhuman development. With the
elements of reason and free will, it is hoped that students will be able to use and develop them well. Students
can know and understand themselves, the natural environment, and the social environment around them, which
are increasingly widespread and more complex; the deeper they go, the more they can realize the existence of
the Creator, and the more clearly they recognize the values in their life relationships.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION

Ecocentrism emphasises the ethical importance of protecting the environment by recognising the
equal value of all forms of life, including entire ecosystems, both living and non-living. Closely related to the
concept of Deep Ecology, ecocentrism functions not only as a philosophical perspective but also as a practical
guide for fostering environmentally responsible behaviour. The findings of this study at SMPN 1 Pontianak
indicate that classroom instruction has contributed to students' understanding of ecocentric values. Students
reported that through social studies lessons, they not only gained knowledge of the importance of
environmental preservation but also experienced changes in their sense of responsibility to protect the
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environment. This shift in attitude is reflected in their everyday behaviour at SMPN 1 Pontianak, particularly

in maintaining environmental cleanliness. Although students are aware that cleaning staff are responsible for

maintaining the school environment, they consciously avoid littering, refrain from damaging school gardens,
and demonstrate enthusiasm in carrying out daily classroom cleaning duties.

Furthermore, during the interviews, students expressed strong concerns and critical views regarding
various forms of environmental degradation occurring in their surroundings. They openly condemned
practices such as waste accumulation in the Kapuas River, illegal logging, hunting of endangered wildlife,
mountain excavation, and the proliferation of illegal mining activities in the West Kalimantan region. Students
also demonstrated an awareness that Indonesia is a country endowed with abundant natural resources;
however, they recognized that these resources are finite. They emphasized that continued exploitation without
environmental awareness would inevitably lead to ecological imbalance and an increased risk of future natural
disasters.

Based on the findings and conclusions of this study, several recommendations are proposed as
follows:

1. For Schools and Educational Institutions: Schools are encouraged to embed ecocentric values into school
culture through eco-friendly routines, environmental programs, and student-led initiatives that emphasize
ecosystem sustainability rather than cleanliness alone.

2. For Social Studies Teachers: Teachers should continue to integrate environmental issues using
ecopedagogical approaches that connect social and ecological perspectives, thereby strengthening students'
ecocentric attitudes and environmental responsibility.

3. For Students: Students are encouraged to apply their environmental awareness through active participation
in conservation efforts both inside and outside the school.

4. For Future Research: Future studies may explore the long-term impact of ecocentrism-based social studies
learning across different educational levels and regions, and examine causal relationships between
environmental attitudes and behaviour using mixed-methods or experimental designs.
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